
KANAB CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2014 

KANE COUNTY COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

PRESENT:  Mayor Robert D. Houston, Council Members Kirt Carpenter, Cheryl Brown, Brent 

Chamberlain, and Kent Burggraaf, City Recorder Joe Decker, City Attorney Jeff Stott and City 

Treasurer RaeLene Johnson.  Council Member Wright excused. 

JUVENILE COURT PRESENTATION:   Council Member Burggraaf introduced Christopher 

Morgan, Chief Probation Officer for 6
th

 District Juvenile Court.  He gave a review of the 

Juvenile Court.  He said that the 6
th

 District Juvenile Court is the best in the nation.  He said that 

youth are treated differently than adults.  They will be released from detention unless they are a 

risk to the community.  Their Vision Statement is “A safe home for every child and safe 

community for all.”  Council Member Burggraaf said he has seen criminal offenses from youth, 

though not very often.  He said the schools are referring more offenders.  He is concerned that 

there are not enough resources to handle juveniles.  He thinks the needs of youth need to be 

addressed, so it won’t affect their adult life.  Our focus should be on rehabilitation.  We need to 

correct the misconception about juvenile court.  It is a do-over.  Mr. Morgan said they need the 

support from the community.  Mr. Glover with Kane County expressed concern over having to 

take youth to Richfield when there is a facility in Hurricane.  Mr. Morgan said that 70% of youth 

don’t reoffend, so all of the time is spent with the 30%.  Chief Cram said he has officers in every 

school every day.  It helps the students get to know the officers.   

AIRPORT:  Council Member Carpenter said that the County Recreation, Transportation, 

Special Service District has agreed to allocate to Kanab City $500,000 to help with a new 

terminal at the airport.  They suggested the City get a low interest loan, the new building would 

be the collateral, but the RTSSD would pay the loan.  Commissioner Jim Matson is willing to 

commit the funds for his next four -year term.  Council Member Brown asked if this project 

could be done in four years since that is when there could be new commissioners who may not 

be willing to pay for the loan.  Council Member Burggraaf would like to see a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU).   

GENERAL PLAN:  Mayor said he is not sure that the five, ten and twenty year plans should be 

included in the General Plan.  Council Member Burggraaf said that the Planning Commission 

has been working on Chapter 8.  Some want to take out Chapter 8 all together.  If Chapter 8 isn’t 

removed, there would need to be more concrete goals. Mayor said these capital facilities and 

improvement goals needs to be kept current.  Council Member Carpenter said that if the 

department heads come up with a plan or goal, the City Council needs to find a way to fund what 

they need and support them with what they want to accomplish.  Council Member Brown likes 

long term goals.  Council Member Chamberlain feels the City needs to focus on the two to five 

year goals.  The Council agreed to have the five, ten and twenty year goals and plans included in 

the General Plan. 

Prayer was offered by Kent Burggraaf and the pledge was led by Joe Decker.   



Mayor Houston opened the regular scheduled meeting at 7:30 p.m and took roll call.  Council 

Member Wright was excused. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   A motion was made by Council Member Carpenter and 2
nd

 by 

Council Member Chamberlain to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.  Council 

Member Wright absent. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Council Member Brown and 2
nd

 by 

Council Member Burggraaf to approve the minutes of Sept 9
th

 with corrections.  Motion passed 

unanimously.  Council Member Wright absent. 

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:  A motion was made by Council Member 

Chamberlain and 2
nd

 by Council Member Carpenter to approve the check register for September 

23rd in the amount of $55,390.33.  Motion passed unanimously.  Council Member Wright 

absent. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD:  Mr. Charlie Soba stated that he had heard on the news that a 

town in Iowa had some of the people complaining about taxes not being high enough to get the 

services they need.  He felt that Kanab City is going to have to raise taxes in order to keep the 

needed services. 

DISCUSS CONTRIBUTION TO EARTH DAY FESTIVAL:   The Council discussed the 

Amazing Earth Fest.  Council Member Chamberlain feels it needs public support.  Volunteers 

can help in that area.  Mr. Rich Csenge said he was hoping to use the money for a strategic plan.  

He feels the festival has created an economic benefit for Kanab City.  He is also trying to raise 

funds from other sources.  Council Member Brown felt this festival was a well-run event.  She is 

concerned that if citizens don’t support it, she doesn’t feel right about using tax payer’s money to 

help fund it.  Mr. Tom Daniels said it is inappropriate to fund private business and ongoing 

propaganda.  He suggested Mr. Csenge get funding from the Sierra Club.  Council Member 

Burggraaf suggested allowing him to use City facilities.  Mr. Charlie Soba suggested using TRT 

money.  A motion was made by Council Member Carpenter and 2
nd

 by Council Member 

Burggraaf to table this item until a future date when Mr. Csenge has finalized other funding 

sources.  Motion passed unanimously.  Council Member Wright absent. 

DISCUSS ORDINANCE 9-1-14 O AN ORDINANCE AMENDING KANAB CITY LAND 

USE ORDINANCE CONCERNING SENSITIVE LANDS:  A motion was made by Council 

Member Chamberlain and 2
nd

 by Council Member Carpenter to table this until the next meeting, 

and it will be acted on at that time.  The Council felt they needed more time to review the 

changes.  Motion passed unanimously.  Council Member Wright absent. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Council Member Brown and 2
nd

 by Council Member 

Carpenter.  Motion passed unanimously.  Council Member Wright absent. 

 

_____________________________________                 ________________________ 

MAYOR              ROBERT D. HOUSTON                RECORDER             JOE DECKER 



 

 


